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The Dying God. by Sir James George Frazer  

The fourth volume in Frazer's seminal 12 volume set on anthropology and traditional systems 
of belief. The investigation into the origin of, and discussion of comparable traditions and 
superstitions revolving around the common myth the dying god. Human sacrifice, 
reincarnation, cannibalism, seasonal changes associated with death and rebirth, ritualized 
murder, funerary celebrations, and heirlooms and traditions to mimic such events are 
described in detail with conjectures to their true origin. 
. 
Read by Leon Harvey.  Total running time: 09:29:09 
00 PREFACE………………………………………………………………………….……….00:03:12 
01 I. THE MORTALITY OF THE GODS.………………….…….………………...….…..…00:11:34 
02 II. THE KILLING OF THE DIVINE KING PART 1………………….……….…..…..….00:10:24 
03 II. THE KILLING OF THE DIVINE KING PART 2…………………………..………….01:09:03 
04 II. THE KILLING OF THE DIVINE KING PART 3…………………………….….…….00:26:21 
05 II. THE KILLING OF THE DIVINE KING PART 4..……..….……………………….….01:01:55 
06 II. THE KILLING OF THE DIVINE KING PART 5………………………………….…..00:55:20 
07 III. THE SLAYING OF THE KING IN LEGEND…………………………………..…….00:29:55 
08 IV. THE SUPPLY OF KINGS…………………….………….……………….………..….00:28:21 
09 V. TEMPORARY KINGS…..……….…………….….……………………….……..….…00:22:33 
10 VI. SACRIFICE OF THE KINGS SON…………………………………..……….…...…01:09:00 
11 VII. SUCCESSION OF THE SOUL…………………………………….……………..…00:16:18 
12 VIII. THE KILLING OF THE TREE SPIRIT. PART 1. …………………………..…..…01:11:32 
13 VIII. THE KILLING OF THE TREE SPIRIT. PART 2………………………………..…01:04:15 
14 NOTE A. NOTE B. ADDENDA…………………………………………………………...00:29:19 

 
This recording is in the public domain and may be reproduced, distributed, or modified without 
permission. For more information or to volunteer, visit librivox.org. 
Cover picture by Ferdinand Keller (1899). Copyright expired in U.S., Canada, EU. and all countries with 
author’s life +70 yrs laws. Cover design by {Leon Harvey}. This design is in the public domain.  
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